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DES PINSON 

Des Pinson, a long-time member of the Victor Harbor Golf Club, died 
quietly at home on 26

th
 April. A memorial gathering to honour and re-

member Des, for his family and friends including members of the 
VHGC, was held on 3rd May at the club house. The rooms were exten-
sively decorated with photos, press clippings and Des memorabilia. 
There were photos of Des in his police uniform and with his beloved 
police horses, with his championship winning Encounter Bay Football 
Club, and a moving photo montage showing Des in different settings, 
from starting golf games through to his favourite fishing spots. Table 
decorations included rusted rabbit traps, blue pages of the order form 
used at Des Pinson’s Self-Serve on Victoria Street, green-fee tickets 
and ball markers and other bits of equipment recovered by Des from 
around the course and saved.  
 
Incidents from Des’ life and memories of Des from his family and 
friends were shared, a combination of great warmth, true affection, 
humour and wild and sometimes improbable stories. Des’ elder son 
outlined Des’ life from his birth in Angaston, childhood, early employ-
ment from the age of 13,  as a station hand at Rhine Park in the Eden 
Valley, to his time in the police force, his move to Victor Harbor, his 
retirement from the police, running the first self-serve grocery store 
outside Adelaide, in Victoria Street. When he finished with the store he 
moved, almost seamlessly, into the pro-shop where he worked for 
twenty-six years, first with Phil Tierney and then with Gavin Stratfold. 
Bruce Watkins, a former Club Captain and Life Member himself, re-
called the road trips he had taken with Des to revisit the important sites 
from his life, where he was born, where he worked and his favourite 
fishing and hunting spots. Des was an enthusiastic sportsman, a keen 
fisherman, hunter and collector of roadkill. 
 
Des’ friendliness, his passionate interest in the natural world and wild-
life, his gentle and warm manner in the pro-shop, his enthusiasm for 
life and our sport were all vividly recalled. His immense service to the 
Victor Harbor Golf Club was recognised with the award of Life Mem-
bership. 
  
We may no longer hear his cheerful and insistent asking ‘You all right?’ 

but we will never forget his presence at this golf club.  

May he rest in peace. 
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The Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) 
introduced a “Thank a Golf Course Superintendent Week” from May 
8-14, encouraging all those who love golf to thank their course’s su-
perintendent for the incredible work they do, day in day out through-
out the golfing year.  Regrettably we missed the notice, but maybe 
it's something we should do at Victor Harbor – say, the first week of 
June, with everyone thanking our own Michael Bohnsack. Afterall, 
every time we hold an event with visitors from other golf clubs, they 
praise the course, its look, amenities and the greens. We should join 
the chorus. 
 
Don't deny it. You just thought, 'Yes, I would. But then, I would be 
even more grateful if our bunkers were a lot better'. 
 
This thought recalls the often-heard suggestions; we should make it 
easier to walk into or out of the bunkers, the sand should not be so 
soft around the edges that the ball plugs easily, and there should not 
be so much soft sand at the base. And Michael generally agrees 
that some of our bunkers could be better. During a recent discussion 
with our manager, Stephen Humble, and myself, Michael was 
asked, “Is there one thing you would like to achieve on our course 
more than any other? His immediate reply was: “More time to work 
on the bunkers.” 
 
That is the issue, more time, and it all gets down to finance and the 
number of ground staff. As things stand, the ground staff don't have 
enough time to spend on bunkers. It takes more than 40 hours a 
week to ’blow’ the leaves off the greens first thing in the morning. 
Some bunkers need to be excavated and reworked, but this requires 
the cost of hiring a small excavator and ideal weather. Members can 
be assured bunkers will be given a priority beyond routine mainte-
nance.  
 
Our course is in magnificent condition compared with most other 
regional courses. Our greens are superb, and if we had more 
ground staff and more money, we would only need to core them 
once a year instead of twice. But we don't. Meanwhile, come the first 
week of June let's thank Michael and his team – and all the volun-
teers who support them – for everything they do for the club. 
 

(continued page 9) 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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During my short time at VHGC I have been made to feel very welcome by 
the members and for that I am grateful as it is always difficult starting at a 
new job, let alone at a Club with some 500+ members. I am excited by the 
challenge ahead. There are many things to learn and I have had nothing 
but support from the Club’s employees, committees, volunteers and mem-
bers.  
 

The Club’s greatest strength is the willingness from members to offer sup-
port to the Club and to one another without hesitation. This is something 
that reflects the happy contented nature of members and is refreshing to 
see. It also makes the integration of new members a lot easier, so well 
done to all members. 
 

Another noticeable point of difference at this Club is the support from sup-
porters and sponsors that is invaluable and extremely important. I look for-
ward to having a good working relationship with our sponsors.  
 

Clubhouse Improvements 
 
The Club will be having solar panels installed in May and we hope to signif-
icantly reduce the power bills. Our power bills have doubled in recent 
months as a result of the power company increasing their charges to us by 
approximately 100%. Further negotiations with the power company has 
reduced that new rate increase to 50%, with the solar panels further offset-
ting the increase.  
 

There is very little point in installing solar panels unless there are signifi-
cant changes to the Club’s energy consumption, and we are currently in-
vestigating an upgrade to the lighting throughout the Club to LEDs. LED 
lighting gives a much brighter light for a fraction of the running cost and will 
make a noticeable difference to the Club. 
 

Volunteers 
 

Another pleasing aspect of the Club is the vast volunteer base and on be-
half of the Club I would like to thank each and every volunteer for their ef-
forts. Volunteers greatly reduce the need to hire tradespeople and there-
fore contribute to keeping the running costs down to a manageable level. 
 

Once again, thank you all for making me feel so welcome to this wonderful 
Club, I look forward to a long association with the Club.  

Stephen Humble 

 MANAGER’S REPORT 
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At last, the weather appears to be changing and we are getting some 
much-needed rain on the course. Whilst welcome, the rain can mean 
that all members need to be especially careful on various parts of the 
course. For example, take special care when walking down the path 
from the 1

st
 tee, as the sprigs and studs on golf shoes can slip in the 

wet. Watch your footing on any steep wet slopes, to ensure you get 
there and back safely. Please be aware of your personal safety at all 
times when at the club. 
 
Two recent events are most worthy of comment. 
 
A big thank you to all the members and guests who played in the Am-
brose and Bohnsack Cups event. Twenty-six teams took part, the 
biggest field for some time, and the afternoon was enjoyed by all. 
Winners of the Bohnsack Trophy (best gross) were Craig Higgins, Col 
Megaw, Ethan Ellis and Mike Howard with a score of 60, on a count-
back. Winners of the Ambrose Cup (best nett) were John Grant, 
Grant Trueman, Steve Brockhouse and myself, with a score of 
54.625. Thank you especially to Bruce, Marie and Sue for their help in 
running the event, and to David and Teresa and staff from the Cafe. 
Special guest on the day was Peter Bohnsack, who presented the 
trophies, as well as his sons Mike and Nick, who were in the team 
which won the inaugural Bohnsack Cup in 1966. This is a wonderful 
iconic event which I’m sure will always be supported by members. 
 
On the Saturday before ANZAC Day, we again held an Anzac tribute 
with the assistance of Ray McGrath, reciting the Ode, and Vic Walter, 
playing The Last Post and Reveille on the bugle. Always a special 
occasion.  
 
There have been reports to me about the issue of ‘practising on the 
course’. We should all do more practice on our game, and there is the 
practice fairway available for members’ use, from the lower end up 
the rise, remember, and there is an option to practise as you play a 
casual round. However, as stated in the Handbook (p13, ‘Players Re-
sponsibilities’, No. 8), you are only permitted to play 2 balls and not 
hold up following players. Please respect our course. 
 
I have been asked about ‘getting in and out of bunkers’ by some 
members who have difficulty with this from time to time. Certainly, 
there are some parts of bunkers which may be difficult to access but 

FROM THE CLUB CAPTAIN 
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all bunkers do have a place where it is possible to walk in 
and out safely. This is where the ground staff enter and 
leave a bunker with equipment. Your ball may be some dis-
tance from this point in a bunker, but if you elect to play 
from the bunker, please consider your safety and use this 
entry point rather than risk falling on a steeper part. Raking 
back may take longer, but everyone accepts the safety as-
pect of this. 
 
The rule change to allow putting with the flagstick in has 
been taken up by many members and certainly does assist 
the pace of play. There is debate, however, on the most 
appropriate method of getting your ball out of the hole when 
you have sunk the putt with the flagstick in. Some use a 
vigorous lift of the stick to pop the ball up and out, others 
reach in, with the stick in place, with fingers or ball retriev-
ers. Some remove the stick before reaching in to get their 
ball, as we did before. Is any method affecting the edge of 
the hole more or less than another? I will be discussing this 
matter with Mike Bohnsack and, through the Course and 
Match committee, advising members of a preferred proce-
dure. 
 
The main event coming up through winter is the Club 
Championships, in August. There will be a full newsletter on 
all aspects of the Club Championships out soon. There is 
also a proposal being examined by Course and Match to 
set up a Senior and Super Senior championship. More lat-
er. 
 
 
So, make sure you bring your umbrella and that your shoes 
will keep your feet dry, and enjoy the coming months of 
golf. Items of interest will be posted around the clubhouse 
from time to time, and suggestions from members are al-
ways appreciated. 
 
 

Rod Ellis  
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FROM THE LADIES’ CAPTAIN 

We have had a very busy and enjoyable start to the women’s season 
with members attending the many open days around the southern zone 
courses as well as participating in our various competitions. 
 

Golf Australia - S.A. Events 
 

The first round of the laurel wreath has been completed and the suc-
cessful women playing in the quarter finals are Marie Juleff, Judy Par-
sons, Karen Bennett, Sandy Bevan, Celia Squire, Tanya Brooks, Sue 
Brewster-Jones and Sue Bastian.  Good luck ladies. 
 

The Shylie Rymill foursomes, in conjunction with our Club Handicap 
Foursomes Championship, was played on 10

th
 April in wonderful condi-

tions. There were twenty-two pairs playing in the event. 
 

Overall winners  Hazel Gilbert and Jenny Riggs  73 nett 
Runners up   Cathy Huppatz and Pat Blain  76 nett 
Third     Rosie Lillecrapp and Barb Parker 76 nett 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hazel Gilbert and Jenny Riggs  
with the Shylie Rymill Trophy 
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Pennants 
 

The pennant season is now over, and we have had great success this 
year with division 1 and division 3 both making the finals.   The division 
2 team had quite a good year as well by coming in third place.  Well 
done to all and thank you to Sue Bastian for coordinating this season 
and to the captains and players.  There is a separate pennant report, 
from Sue in this edition. 
 

Competitions 
 

Winners of the monthly stroke rounds: 
 March  Dorothy Lord   68 nett 
 April   Joy Kennedy   71 nett 
 May   Sue Gibson    73 nett 
 

We thank our generous sponsor Mr Menswear. 
 

The Margaret Kavanagh (St Patrick’s day) Trophy played on 20
th
 March 

was won by Donny Wood with 37 stableford points. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Donny Wood with the Margaret Kavanagh Trophy 

On the  27
th
 March, forty-eight women played a par round for our 

annual Zonta charity day.  By paying extra for the competition and 
donating for the raffle we raised $386 for this great cause.  Glenys 
Brown from Zonta addressed the women and presented the prizes.   
 
Thank you to all for your generosity. 
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Hazel Gilbert was the winner of the day with a great score of +4. 
 

The course is in wonderful condition thanks to our hard-working 
ground staff and we have had very complimentary remarks from 
visiting women.  The women have participated well so far this 
year and we always enjoy the lunches provided by our great ca-
terers. 
 

Our Club Championship Foursomes are to be played over two 
rounds. The first round is to be held on 22

nd
 May with the second 

round on the 29
th
. Trophies will go to the best gross score in each 

grade. We thank Phil Hoffmann travel for sponsoring this big 
event again this year. 
 

I hope everyone continues to enjoy their golf during the winter 
months. 
 

Sue Gibson 

 PRESIDENT’S REPORT (CONTINUED) 

Since the last issue of The Caddie we have lost treasured friends including 
most recently Des Pinson. We extended our sympathies to his family and 
friends as we remember his great contribution to golf and our club; especially 
his friendship. It was also a reminder of what our club us all about – mem-
bers, all of whom are valued. 
 
Remembering those who have gone before puts in to perspective the chal-
lenging decisions that need to be made in the coming years. The current 
Committee of Management is grateful for the effort of past members who 
have helped this club over 108 years. Like them, we are seeking to do what 
is in the long-term, best interests of golf, the club and its membership. We 
must accept the responsibility of taking strategic initiatives to ensure the 
club's long-term viability. We are looking to implement measures to increase 
membership and prepare a carefully constructed business model to secure a 
stronger future.  
 
We owe it to both past and current members. 

Ashley Porter 
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DAD’S ARMY 2019 

By the time this goes to print Dad’s Army will have added another 
“Nonagenarian” to our playing ranks. David Lewis joins Frank Skuce 
and Ray George in the 90s brigade, so a big Happy Birthday to David 
for May 17

th
. 

 

Player numbers continue to be strong and if you want to win then a 
score in excess of 40 Stableford points will be required most days. We 
have had some very pleasant weather to date and with the course in 
great shape Tuesday golf has been very enjoyable. 

 

Ray Tuckey’s expertise with the chocolate wheel spin has produced 
extra funds for our annual dinner and trophy presentation with Amy 
and Kathleen behind the bar being among our most popular winners of 
Kit Kats and Freddo Frogs with Ern Farley and Peter O’Shaughnessy, 
generously donating their winnings ($1 & $2, respectively)  back to the 
cause.    

Ray Tuckey and the Chocolate Wheel 
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The highlight so far this year is an “8 Iron” “Slam Dunk” “Hole in 
One” by Bill Corbett on the 7

th
 hole on 23

rd
 April.  

 
Well done Bill!  

Bill Corbett and his hole-in-one ball 

Dean Towill continues to lead the field in our “Most Constant” 
trophy, but he is now hotly pursued by David Quick and Bill Cor-
bett. Geoff Hayford has picked up two NTP wins recently along 
with some good scores, while Frank Skuce – marketing manag-
er, spokesperson and entertainment guru of the Computer Group 
- continues to keep us entertained???????    
 
Thanks, as always, to David, Teresa & Lacey in the restaurant, 
and Neil in the Pro Shop. 

 Ray McGrath 
 

May all your drives be down the middle 
& 

May all your short putts drop in the hole. 
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This year has been one of the best for Victor Harbor’s Ladies’ Pennants for 
quite a while. Each week for the past six weeks, fifteen very serious golfers 
from the VH Golf Club stepped on to various golf courses throughout the 
Fleurieu to do our club proud. Serious may not be the correct word. We did 
have lots of fun along the way, but the golf was serious. We even had one 
player wade into the water and successfully hit her ball out. Even though 
only fifteen ladies played each week, we had a squad of over thirty to 
choose from. Also involved was a group of caddies and supporters. Ladies’ 
Pennants is looking good. 
 
Decked out in our club uniforms, we started the season with gusto. We did 
everything. A 4-1 win in Division 1, a draw in Division 3 and an unlucky loss 
in Division 2. We finished the Pennant season with all three divisions hav-
ing a win in the last game. EXCELLENT! In fact, all three teams had more 
wins than losses this year. How good are we!!! 
 
Throughout the season we had an interesting array of excuses for our rare 
losses, ranging from excessive lost balls (5 at McCracken by one player), 
very grumpy and hard of hearing opponents, and one player (Helen) get-
ting lost on her way to Ashbourne.  
 
A big thankyou to Gavin for his brilliant lessons leading up to the Pennant 
season and for the McEacherns for sponsoring them. I was witness to the 
results of his coaching when, shortly after the lesson, my playing partner 
(using a five hybrid as she had been taught) putted/chipped into the 8th 
hole from 39metres! 
 
Thanks also to Juliet Hugo for her talk. Very helpful. Just a few tips that 
came from Juliet, which we now all employ. 

Negate Negativity 
Talk nicely and positively to yourself 
Every shot has a purpose 
Train your Brain to play your best golf  
Visualise 
Think of the process and the result will come 
 

And guess what? The fact that we had a very successful season must 
mean this stuff might just work. 
 
A quick mention to my co-captains, Celia and Cynthia for all the hard work 
they put into organising teams every week and all the numerous things 

LADIES’ PENNANTS 2019 
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that need to happen during pennants season, Thanks for the fun and 
support. 
 
We were hopeful going into the finals, but it was just not meant to be. 
A grade fought valiantly only to go down 3 and 2. C grade lost con-
vincingly but were not disgraced, a tied match and most others going 
to the 17

th
 or 18

th
. The champagne will still flow to celebrate a sub-

stantial pennant campaign this season. We will be back, more deter-
mined than ever in 2020. Please let us all continue to hit our balls 
straight and find the hole quicker than our opponents. 

Sue Bastian  
Pennants Coordinator 2019 

Victor Harbor A Grade Finals Ladies’ Pennants Team 
Linda Hodgson. Libby Bancroft, Sue Bastian (capt) Juliet Hugo, Christine Fowler 

Victor Harbor C Grade Finals Ladies’ Pennant Team 
Cynthia Nesbitt, Dorothy Lord, Kay Watson, Rose Kingston, Kay Carr 
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Victor Harbor versus McCracken 
 
Starting in 1996, there has been an annual golf competition between 
members of the Victor Harbor Golf Club and the McCracken Golf club. 
All players compete in an individual stableford round and the best play-
ers for each club win prizes. Then the aggregate scores for Victor and 
McCracken are averaged, for both men and women, and the result de-
termined. This year’s match was played at Victor Harbor on Sunday the 
24

th
 March. The conditions were a little challenging with moderately 

strong winds and the course did not make for high scores. Last year at 
McCracken, the Victor Harbor men won but the McCracken women 
were successful. This year, for the women, Victor Harbor had fifteen 
players and McCracken ten. With an average score of 30 against their 
score of 28.1, the Victor Harbor women won. There were fifteen men 
representing each club this year and, with an average score of 32.2 as 
against their 31.26, the Victor Harbor men won. Congratulations all 
round. After the game, the two trophies were awarded and there were 
food and drinks in the club house and warm fellowship between the two 
teams was much in evidence.  
 
How good it is that two such fierce local rivals can come together in this 

spirit of good competition and friendship! 

 

 

LOCAL GOLF CHALLENGE 

McCracken presents 
the Trophy to Bruce 
Watkins for the Victor 
Harbor men. 

(right) McCracken presents the 
Trophy to Sue Gibson for the 
Victor Harbor Women 
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 AMBROSE AND BOHNSACK TROPHIES 

The Richard W Ambrose Trophy and the Geoff Bohnsack Trophy 

Every year a four-person Ambrose competition is held for two related tro-
phies: The Richard W Ambrose Trophy (nett) and the Geoff Bohnsack Tro-
phy (gross). 
 
This year the game was held on Sunday the 28

th
 of April. The weather was 

excellent, the course was in very good condition and the scores matched 
the conditions.  
 
The Richard W Ambrose Trophy was won by the team of Rod Ellis (Club 
Captain), Steve Brockhouse, John Grant and Grant Trueman with a nett 
score of 54.625 by the narrowest of margins. The Bohnsack Trophy was 
won with a gross score of 60 by Colin Megaw, Mike Howard, Craig Higgins 
and Ethan Ellis on a countback from the powerhouse combination of Kyle 
Hayter, Al Hayter, Nelson Depledge and Luke Drummond, strong perform-
ers in this format. The Women’s Nett was won by Rose Lilliecrap, Betty 
Lockwood, Jan Berryman and Dorothy Lord. 
 
The game was played with tremendous spirit and enthusiasm which was 

reflected in the mood of the clubhouse celebration. 

 

(Right) Winners of the  
Ambrose Trophy (nett). 
Rod Ellis, (Peter Bohnsack presenter) 
Steve Brockhouse, John Grant and 
Grant Trueman 

(Left) Winners of the 
Bohnsack Trophy (gross). 
Peter Bohnsack (presenter): 
Mike Howard, Craig Higgins, 
Ethan Ellis and Colin Megaw 
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   Meet Neil Huppatz 
 

Since June 2018, a new face in the pro-shop has been Neil Huppatz, 
whom most members will have met when paying their competition fees but 
probably not know much about. 
 
Neil is South Australian, born in Adelaide. In 1976, when he was sixteen, 
the family moved to Bordertown to run a family farm. In 1985 he joined the 
Metropolitan Fire Service and lived in Adelaide. He married Julienne from 
the Adelaide Hills and they have two children Dillon and Cassie. The family 
moved to Victor Harbor in 1995 for the lifestyle the Fleurieu Peninsular 
offers and to be near his sister Anne and her husband Ian Leigh. Ian was 
an active member of the Victor Harbor Golf Club, serving in various ways 
and playing A grade pennants. 
 
Neil loved his time in the Fire Service. He was stationed at Christie Downs 
and though the hours were long (ten-hour days and fourteen-hour nights 
away from his family) he loved the work on the trucks; the job’s variety, 
and the camaraderie between work-mates. Most of us probably don’t real-
ise the full range of the activities of the Fire Service which include road 
crash rescue, chemical hazards, abseiling rescue, fighting fires, and edu-
cational community work in schools.  
 
The working life that Neil loved ended abruptly. In 2010, while fighting a 
fire, a ceiling fell on him badly injuring his neck and back. He had to give 
up the work on the trucks (and playing golf) and move into Communica-
tions at Wakefield Street, Adelaide. For the next five years he worked an-
swering 000 calls, a job that required alertness and attention to detail. Un-
fortunately, he developed post-traumatic stress and, retired after thirty 
years of service. Family and close friends, one being Gavin Stratfold were 
incredible supports for Neil’s road to recovery. They left Victor Harbor and 
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lived in Queensland and northern New South Wales for eighteen months. 
In October 2017 they returned to South Australia and in June 2018 Neil 
began work at the pro-shop. 
 
Victor Harbor Golf Club has been an important part of Neil’s life. He was 
a member of the club before his injury and enjoyed playing golf with his 
son Dillon, who became a member at the age of fourteen. They regularly 
played in the late afternoon, soaking in the solitude and tranquillity of the 
course; it was a great escape and a powerful antidote to the stress of 
working life. Sometimes Gavin would join them, and Neil said his golfing 
ability allowed Gavin to visit some areas of the course he had not seen 
before.  
 
Neil enjoys working in the pro-shop and being part of the Victor Harbor 
golfing community.  
 

 

Neil Huppatz behind the counter 

 
SNAKES ALIVE! 

There were a lot of snakes on the course during this long summer, which 
means there were many stories of close snake encounters shared in the 
clubhouse. This is one of those stories with the addition of another fa-
vourite theme – the runaway buggy. 
 
On the 12

th
 hole, a group of women players (Christine Fowler, Donny 

Wood and Lyn Stratfold) approached the 150 metre mark. Christine 
Fowler hit her ball left into the trees in the rough and towards the wood 
heap.  She was totally focussed on the position of her ball rather than 
looking where she was walking. Suddenly, a very large and angry black 
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snake reared up before her with open mouth! While remaining as calm as 
possible under the circumstances she moved away and quickly ran into the 
fairway. The snake remained in its aggressive position watching her closely. 
 
At this point several things happened. In her escape, she had abandoned 
her buggy but left the power on, so of course the buggy took off on its own. 
Christine called out to Lyn who was further forward to let her know the snake 
was there. This is where the confusion started. Lyn couldn’t clearly hear 
Christine, turned around and saw the buggy continuing with its own escape 
plan, careering wildly between the trees, amazingly missing them all. Decid-
ing that the message was ‘my buggy has got away’ (which it clearly had), 
Lyn took off in pursuit, only catching it when it finally hit the last tree and fell 
over, decanting golfing paraphernalia all around.  
 
As she was righting the buggy and repacking it, Christine arrived in a state of 
some upset which completely mystified Lyn. She was even more confused 
when Christine asked if she had a mobile phone with her. She wanted to ring 
the pro-shop. Christine in turn was confused by Lyn’s calm and obvious lack 
of interest in and sympathy for her close encounter.  It wasn’t until they were 
walking off the green that a question about how big the snake was (what 
snake?) made everything clear. 
 
The snake was still on guard and watching as they walked down the 13

th
, so 

they warned the women approaching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Being Australia, we often meet snakes on golf courses. Snakes rarely threat-
en the safety of golfers, especially if golfers are aware of their surroundings. 
In this instance Christine did the right thing. Once she was aware of the 
snake, she moved calmly away and continued with her game. The rules of 
golf do not require a player to hit from a dangerous situation, Decision 1-4 
10. 
 

Red-belly black snake on the margin of the 16th fairway 
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WHAT AMAZING VOLUNTEERS! 

Less than 2 ½ years ago a new member joined our club.  Within days he 
volunteered to work on the course.  He now does at least 2 days a 
week, usually about 7 ½ hours each day.  In 2018 he won the C Grade 
Championship and, at this year’s AGM, was awarded the prestigious 
Waterman Trophy for service to the club and, as well, he was being 
elected to serve a two-year term on the Committee of Management.  
Who is this person? Of course, I am talking about David Quick. 
 
David reckons he has been playing golf for over 40 years but only com-
petition golf for about 15 years at Murray Bridge.  The reason he now 
plays golf is because he accepts his football days are over.  He played 
footy at Murray Bridge, Lameroo, Port Lincoln and Yorketown, as well as 
a bit of tennis and squash.  
 
Before he retired David ran his own lawn mowing and gardening busi-
ness.  It was a substantial enterprise. At its peak he had about 200 cus-
tomers.   
 
When it was time to retire David’s wife, Sue, nominated Victor Harbor as 
the place to be, as she wanted to live by the sea.  David agreed on the 
condition that he could play golf at the Victor Harbor Golf Club knowing 
it was the best course in the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Quick May 2019 
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Volunteering to work on the course was an easy choice.  
There are so many friendly members already involved and 
David likes the feel of the club with its trees and scrub.  He 
likes being outdoors and he knows a lot about mowing lawns 
and maintenance. Although David is happy doing any of the 
many tasks maintaining a golf course requires, he really en-
joys mowing the greens and he loves the way they look when 
they have been freshly cut. 
 
Being the C Grade Champion at Victor Harbor in 2018 has 
been his highest achievement in golf.  He recalls playing in a 
quarter final at Murray Bridge and was beaten 8&6!  David 
claims he was ‘gobsmacked’ when he was awarded the Wa-
terman Trophy at the February AGM.  He did not even know 
the trophy existed. To be recognised by the Club President 
as a Most Valuable member for the year was truly an honour. 
David nominated to be on the Committee of Management for 
several reasons.  He knows these positions can be hard to 
fill.  As he is retired, he has some time on his hands and he 
has knowledge and enthusiasm at his disposal.  He knows 
that some areas of the course pose specific challenges and 
he wants to contribute and find ways to solve these prob-
lems. Better bunkering, weed control, course management, 
safety of ground staff and meeting and listening to members’ 
views are his priorities.  
 
David has been appointed to the Facilities, House and Social 
subcommittee.  He is happy with this appointment and be-
lieves he will enjoy it.  
 
When David is not busy playing golf or helping on the course, 
he also likes caravanning, camping, 4W driving and fishing.  
He is also a keen philatelist and he has almost every Austral-
ian stamp issued since 1913 in his collection! 
 
Like his surname he was quick off the mark to get involved in 
our club.  He is a member to be truly valued. 
 

Bruce Watkins 
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Welcome to the following new members whose membership  
applications have been confirmed by the  

Committee of Management.   
We hope you enjoy your time in our lovely club  

and make many new friends.   
Please make a point of introducing yourself to other people  

you meet. 
 NEW MEMBERS 
 
 7 Day  Steve Bennett 
   Rob Clewlow 
   David Norman 
 
 5 Day  Geoff Wilson 
 
 9 Holes Barbara Urry 
 
 Pay As You Play 
   Trevor Grossman 
 
 WECOME BACK 
 
 7 Day  Heather  Collinson 
 
 City  Graham Spurling 

NEW MEMBERS  

WHAT SKILL! 

Congratulations on a great achievement! 
Eagles 

 
 23 March 2019 Ros Henderson on the 1st 
 20 April 2019 Andy Burnside on the 4th 
    Graeme Maxwell on the 13th  
      

Hole in One 
 

 23 April 2019 Bill Corbett on the 7th 
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Committee of Management 
 
President  Ashley Porter     
Vice President  Steve Cossey  
Club Captain  Rod Ellis   
Ladies Captain  Sue Gibson  
Committee Members  John Gilbert 
  Ray McGrath 
  Lyne Reynolds 
  David Quick 

Sub Committees 
 
Women’s    Sue Gibson (Captain) 
     Lyne Reynolds (Vice Captain) 
     Heather Haselgrove (Secretary)  
     Marie Juleff (Treasurer),  
     Christina Ward  Ros Henderson  

      Sandy Bevan  Helen Brereton 
 Finance    Ashley Porter Rod Ellis 
      Bob Niederer  
 Projects, Marketing & Junior Development   Ashley Porter  
      Ray McGrath John Gilbert 
 Course & Match   Rod Ellis  Sue Gibson Lyne Reynolds, 
       Michael Bohnsack  Gavin Stratfold,  
      Bruce Watkins  
 Juniors Co-Ordinator/    
 Dad’s Army    Ray McGrath 
 Pennant Co-Ordinator  Ethan Ellis 
 Editors The Caddie  Charmaine and Doug McEachern  
  
 General Manager   Stephen Humble 
 Office Administrator  Kathy Whyatt 
 Administration   Marie Wickstein  
 
 Course Superintendent  Michael Bohnsack 
 Green Keepers    Robert Nelson Trevor Lintern  
      Jamie Lintern 
 Bar Staff    Kathleen Baker Amy Parkes 
     ,  Brian Stafford Ashley Sutton  
  
 Club Professional  Gavin Stratfold 
 Pro Shop    Neil Huppatz Heather Collinson 
      Mike Rice 
  
 Caterers    Teresa Merrett David Martin 
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FUTURE GOLF EVENTS 

 
 
 
20 May  Scarpantoni Wines Corporate Day 
 
22 May 1st Round Ladies’ Championship Foursomes 
 
29 May 2nd Round Ladies’ Championship Foursomes 
 
17 July Ladies, Par Ridgway Trophy 
 
24 July Entries Open Ladies’ Club Championship 
 
3 August 1st Qualifying Round  
  Men's Club Championships 
 
7 August 1st Qualifying Round  
  Ladies’ Club Championship 
 
10 August 2nd Qualifying Round  
  Men’s Cub Championship 
 
11 August Men’s Club Championship Quarter Finals 
 
14 August 2nd Qualifying Round 
  Ladies’ Club Championship 
 
16 August Ladies’ Club Championship Quarter Finals 
 
18 August Men’s Club Championship Semi Finals 
 
21 August  Ladies Stableford, Dr F J Douglas Trophy 
 
23 August Ladies’ Club Championship Sem-Finals 
 
25 August Men’s and Ladies’ Club Championships Finals 
 
2 September Ladies Southern Zone Close Championship 
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Major Sponsors 
 

Flinders Private Hospital 
Scarpantoni Estate Wines 

Phil Hoffmann Travel 

General Sponsors 

No 58 Cellar Door and Cafe 
Professionals Real Estate Victor Harbor 

Prouds Jewellers  
Raw Bulk Wholefoods 

SA Design and Print 
See Optometry 

Sibelco 
Skintech 

South Coast Realty 
South Coast Sand & Civil 

South Coast Windows and Doors 
Steve Robertson, Painting Contractor 

Supersealing 
Swans Harbor Pharmacy 

Victor Tyrepower 
Ultra Tune, Victor Harbor  

Veg Out 
Victor Landscape Supplies 

Victor Motors  
 
 

ADA 
Attune Hearing 
Bartel & Hall 
Beach House Café and Takeaway 
Betta Home Living 
Blues Restaurant 
Butler & Butler 
Calder Wealth Management 
Coast Lines 
Flinders Private Hospital 
Grosvenor Hotel 
Harcourts South Coast Real Estate 
Hotel Crown 
Hotel Victor 
Investigator College 
JADs Hairdressers 
Kink Hair & Make Up 
Mr Menswear 
Mt Jagged Wines 
My Hearing 
Northpoint Fleurieu 

SUPPORT YOUR VHGC SPONSORS 

 
The Caddie is a publication of the Victor Harbor Golf Club.  It can be accessed  

in colour via the club web site www.vhgolf.com.au or in the printed format. 
 

Club Telephone Nos:  Office  (08) 8552 2030           Pro Shop  (08) 8552 1713 


